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1. 'l'he Faderal ~icat.ions COClI'llission, by Notice of Proposed Rule
Making, Docket NO. 92-298 is looking into the possibility of chan<]f."9 the
existing "market place" selection process in favor of selecting a single
"3tandard" technology for use 1n Not stereo broadcasting. As an interested
party wi th much experience in both the implementation of AM stereo Gyctums
and equipment manufacture, I am submittinCj rrrt coanents on the proposed
rule making.

!1.~

2. I have been directly involved with the operation ot radio stations for
over twenty years. I ...,.s former Chief EnCjinQQr of wrIC (Hartford, CT), a
CIaS$ IB Clear Channel Not stereo station on 1080 kHz as well a8 Di rector
of Engineering for Chase aroadcacting (Hartford, CT). As DOE for Chase I
was , ••pan-ibl. for the operation of several engineering departments for
sevenl radio stations. pul of the Chase Broadcasl:.ing st.i:ltions were
planning to convert to 1\14 stereo as wrIC had done.

3. wrlC was one o( the nrsl AM stat1Ql'l$ 1n the country to broadcast AM
stereo. During thQ early 198013 careful attontion was 9i.ven by our
et19ineer-ing department as to the validity of all of the AM stereo
technologles. G1von our cx~onsive experience in dealing with sky wav¥
propagation and 1nterferencQ for oYer ~O years we decided that the only
valid AM stereo technol09Y was one that included the use of indepandont
sidebund tr<lnsmission. ~UG the Kahn AM ::.torQO G~tcm waG Gclcctod for use
at wrIC.
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4 ~ During our years of experience wi th the Kahn AM stereo system we found
no problems ~ith fidelity, splatter, ·platfo~ shift", o~ inercasad
distortion. we did find that the interference from our first adjacent
channel (WBAL, 1090 kHz, Baltimore, MO) was greatly reduced in our City of
License.

5. We felt that: by the use of independent sideband transmission we could
oonc"ntrate our aud10 C19Ml mar" in one channel tnan the other at night
thus shifHnc:J the appaJ:'ent channel center away from WBAL. The consumer
recelver was tuned to the loudest audio and thus the 10 kHz
intermodulat10n "beat note" between wrIC and WBAL was reduced in
amplitude.

6. We also foW'ld in thosa receivers available to tune the Kahn AM stereo
system the quality and fidelity of the stereo signal wac clearly rivaling
the stereo signal produced by our own FM stereo station. In our own
in house unscientific testing we discovered that: listeners were unable to
distinguish between AM stargo and PM stereo.

7. As the Motorola AM stereo system (CQUAM) came into usa in our part of
thea country WCil became very curious as; to how that systAiJm would perform via
sky wave. As we expected we found that by it's very nature of stereo
generation, transmi~5ion, and reception problem5 with the :shiCLinq oC uno
·stereo platfo~· became quickly ~vident from tho fir~t.

8. Under great protest from myself and our !:nqineerinq Department WI'IC
convertHd to <:QUAM in the late 1980s. lI'he decision was _dle by the
ownership of The 'ren Eighty Corporadon and wee baaed aolely on political
motives rather than sound engineering knowledgc.

9. OUr experience with CQUAM confirmed OUI':' original fears. We found that.
our bandwidth had to bit limit'ld. Our aud10 processing had to change <

aignificantly to accommodate the system and this resulted in a dramatic
los.. of audio "loudneea lt

• At night our AM stereo sky 'ltaYe signal (which
can be heard in Washi~ton D.C.) would have the audio rolling back and
forth from channel to ch~nnel.

10. The .election of a method of generat:inq AM stereo has boiled down to
two non-eompatible systQftL!O, the ~ahn ::;yctem and tha Motorola system. As I
huve noted in the above paragraphs the selection of the Kahn AM Gtereo
system was based on engineering expertise. The experience gained by using
the Ko'Jhn GYliItem bore out our original des19n considerations recaard1nq the
selection of a stable AM Gtereo gone,ration system. '

11. 'I'he choice to change the AM stereo generadon :system at wrIC from the
Kahn system to CQUM was politically biased. This choice, in my opinion,
was a poor choice, especially for the listening public.

12. I realize that the Coftndssion is being pressured to selQct onc
standard for the generation of }\M stereo. I would hope that the Counisaion
will qiv$ sume t.hought. to the rami!icatlons or select.ing what. could
p'••lbly be the wron9 BYB~em Eor AM stereo generation a. the "standard".



B. T lI'trongly support, at this point many years later, that which 15
$t{ll a market place decision regarding AM stereo. With my direct
hands 0" experience with both AM sterao generation systems I could not, in
good conscience, support th- selection of the CQUAM system as the
"standard" system fdr the generation of AM stereo 1n the United States.

14. I still suppnrt: any station th~t selects the Kahn ~tcm for AM etereo
generation as still bei"9 the most viacuc ~nd desirable for the listening
public.
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